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Texas Education Code (Bullying laws)

H.B. 1942
Sec. 37.0832. BULLYING PREVENTION POLICILES AND PROCEDURES.
(a) In this section, "bullying™ means, subject to Subsection

(b), engaging in written or verbal expression, expression
through electronic means, or physical conduct that occurs on
school property, at a school-sponsored or school-related
activity, or in a vehicle operated by the district and that:

(1) has the effect or will have the effect of
physically harming a student, damaging a student's property, or
placing a student in reasonable fear of harm to the student's
person or of damage to the student's property; or

(2) is sufficiently severe, persistent, and pervasive
enough that the action or threat creates an intimidating,
threatening, or abusive educational environment for a student.

(b) Conduct described by Subsection (a) is considered
bullying if that conduct:

{1) exploits an imbalance of power between the
student perpetrator and the student victim through written or
verbal expression or physical conduct; and

(2} interferes with a student's education or
substantially disrupts the operation of a school.

(¢) The board of trustees of each school district shall
adopt a policy, including any necessary procedures, concerning
bullying that:

(1) prohibits the bullying of a student;

(2) prohibits retaliation against any person,
including a victim, a witness, or another person, who in good
faith provides information concerning an incident of bullying;

(3) establishes a procedure for providing notice of
an incident of bullying to a parent or guardian of the victim
and a parent or guardian of the bully within a reasonable amount
of time after the incident;

{4) establishes the actions a student should take to

obtain assistance and intervention in response to bullying;



(5) sets out the available counseling options for a
student who is a victim of or a witness to bullying or who
engages in bullying;

(6) establishes procedures for reporting an incident
of bullying, investigating a reported incident of bullying, and
determining whether the reported incident of bullying occurred;

{7) prohibits the imposition of a disciplinary
measure on a student who, after an investigation, is found to be
a victim of bullying, on the basis of that student’'s use of
reascnable self-defense in response to the bullying; and

(8) regquires that discipline for bullying of a
student with disabilities comply with applicable requirements
under federal law, including the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (20 U.S.C. Section 1400 et seq.).

(d) The policy and any necessary procedures adopted under
Subsection (c) must be included:

(1) annually, in the student and employee school
district handbooks; and

(2y in the district improvement plan under Section
11.252.

(e) The procedure for reporting bullying established under
Subsection (¢) must be posted on the district's Internet website

to the extent practicable.

Added by Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S5., Ch, 776, Sec. 7, eff. June
17, 2011%.

Sec. 25.0342. TRANSFER OF STUDENTS WHO ARE VICTIMS OF OR
HAVE ENGAGED IN BULLYING.

(a) In this section, "bullying"™ has the meaning assigned
by Section 37.083Z2.

(b) On the request of a parent or other person with

authority to act on behalf of a student who is a victim of



bullying, the board of trustees of a school district or the
board's designee shall transfer the victim to:

(1) another classroom at the campus to which the
victim was assigned at the time the bullying occurred; or

(2) a campus in the school district other than the
campus to which the victim was assigned at the time the bullying
occurred.

(b~1) The board of trustees of a school district may
transfer the student who engaged in bullying to:

(1) another classroom at the campus to which the
victim was assigned at the time the bullying occurred; or

{2) a campus in the district other than the campus to
which the victim was assigned at the time the bullying occurred,
in consultation with a parent or other person with authority to
act on behalf of the student who engaged in bullying.

(b—-2) Section 37.004 applies to a transfer under
Subsection {(b-1) of a student with a disability who receives
special education services.

{(c) The board of trustees or the board's designee shall
verify that a student has been a victim of bullying before
transferring the student under this section.

(d) The beard of trustees or the board's designee may
consider past student behavior when identifying a bully.

(e} The determination by the board of trustees or the
board's designee is final and may not be appealed.

(f} A school district is not required to provide
transportation to a student who transfers to another campus
under Subsection (b) (2).

(g) Section 25.034 does not apply to a transfer under this

section.

Added by Acts 2005, 79th Leg., Ch. 920, Sec. 2, eff. June i8,
2005.

Renumbered from Education Code, Section 25.0341 by Acts 2007,
80th Leg., R.S., Ch. 921, Sec. 17.001(12), eff. September 1,
2007.



Amended by:

Acts 2011, 82nd Leg., R.S
2011.

., Ch. 776, Sec. 2, eff. June 17,

Acts 2011, 8B2nd Leg., R.S5., Ch. 776, Sec. 3, eff. June 17,
2011.

Please familiarize yourself this Law if you have questions
please don’t hesitate to contact me.

Ofc. Erica Morris
325-481-2772

Erica.morris@sanangelopolice.org




Technology Use vs. Misuse/Cyberbullying

to communicate in real time with
other people via typed messages

Technology Use Misuse/Cyberbullying
Cell Phones Mobile devices that allow users to Making hateful, harassing, or intimidating
place phone calls, take photos, send calls or leaving such messages on voice
text messages and photos, and access | mail; taking humiliating photos of others
the Internet and personal e-mail (sometimes without their knowledge) and
distritruting them to others; staging acts of
bullying and video-recording them
E-mail Writlen messages mailed over the Repeatedly sending harassing messages;
Internet that enable people to masking identity by creating new screen
communicate online with others from | names and using anonymity to send
home, school, or at wark offensive photos, images, or threats;
forwarding a person’s personal e-mail to
someone else without his or her
knewledge; sending computer viruses
Instant Messaging (IM) Online technology that enables user Breaking inte someone else’s account and,

while masquerading as the person, sending
inappropriate or embarrassing messages to
other; tricking people into revealing
persenal or embarrassing information and
then forwarding that information to others;
sending hateful, harassing, or threatening
messages or content through either a
known or anenymous screen name

Chat Rooms or Message Boards

Online forums that enable groups of
participants with shared intevests to
have online conversations in real time
or to post written messages for others

Making nasty or threatening comments
(often anonymously); excluding people by
intentionally ignoring them; encouraging
people to disclose private information for
the purpose of exploiting them in some
way

Social-Networking Sites (Facehook,
Twitter, etc.)

Websites where members create
personal profiles that can include
personal information, photos, images,
and blogs as a means to communicate
and share with others

Posting anonymous comments on other
people’s home pages {(e.g., “Honesty Box™
on Faccbook); creating a phony profile for
a person that includes demeaning,
humiliating images and/or content;
excluding people by deleting them from
lists of linked “friends” or by refusing to
respond to messages or commentis

Webcams

A small digital camera on a compuer
that can be used to record photos or
videos or to converse with someone
*face-to-face”™ online

Producing inappropriate content for the
purpose of embarrassing someone and
making it available to others

YouTube, Flickr, atc.)

Video-Hosting Sites (Yahoo! Video,

A website that allows people to
widlely share video clips on any topic

Recording an embarrassing or humiliating
video without a person’s knowledge and
posting it online




Cyberbullying Checklist for Schools

We address acts of name-calling or bullying, including cyberbullying, when they
occur anyplace in our school.

As part of our bullying and harassmenl policies, we incude policies on
cyberbullying that are clear and well communicated.

We educate all students about cyberbullying pelicies as well as how to recognize
and respond to cyberbullying and cyberthreats.

We educate all faculty and stalf about how to recognize and respond to
cyberbullying and cyberthreats, and provide information about relevant legal
gnidelines,

We provide education on how to use the Internet safely and responsibly,
including topics such as etiquette, privacy, and other aspects unique to the online
environment.

We have established a code of conduct, including provision for cyberbullying and
other technology use protocols that includes appropriate sanctions for violating
this code.

We have instituted effective and age-appropriate supervision and monitoring of
technology and have established an expectation among students that misuse is
likely to be detected and will result in disciplinary action.

We include students in the planning and implementation of school-wide
programs to counter cyberbullying,

We have informed the families of our students about the dangers of cyberbullying
and cyberthreats, and have provided information and resources about iow to
address these issues in the home.

We have a mechanism for students to report incidents of cyberbullying they have
experienced or observed.

We have a mechanism for teachers lo report incidents of cyberbullying when they
become aware of them

Administration has a clear review procedure for all reported incidents of
cyberbullying, which includes provisions for legal options in cases of ofl-campus
cyberbullying,

We have developed a relationship with local law-enforcement offficials to help
educate the school community about the legal ramifications of cyberbullying and
who can assist with threats and hate incidents that arise online.

We do this
well

L)

We need to
give this
more
attention.
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